


NIBHTFALL

[QUIAPET, & RANNZIJTELICREST BGIE->TFPNRFNHA>THIL, SIG
G37 XAF R SEERDLBO TV EMNE T CLNDILIZT 5847
—“FO-13"ESNBHHRE

)
=P
M- AT o ——— 3

MHAED>E? FTARTH—=IAKITE ! 5
. ma
CRETH Sk /7 N : =] = R 5
BEALFE-ALZDEHIZ. L D2 5
TFIXZDEYTHFHLLES AW IN(D Y =% o R 9
<RETHS: B 9
KSTRIL—ILDMEBIEES FARTA—ILDER oo, 9
nt=(P6 ZH), A OHEER e 10
-GS = A2k RO R EBEIT e, 13
YEREMEAT-(PT S BDEE R (AT o 14
g
il . - e X A 14
RAA—F P14 S8, BB DT AL e 15
S=AVEBIET BT S Y L O G 17
K7 508 ‘
eI (P13 BR). BEAB T LA R e 21
MITERENR YT ST IDIZAR oo 22
BETYXT+—IVED YN -3 S 22
(P23 S I 23
P — BT YT A =TI o] 23
FOMDZBIRIL—I oo, 23
FARTA—IVEEEE oo, 24
= =\ J 25
{O7gT=Yo [1 £ =3O 28
TR A 2 oo 30
LN = RN 32
OO K B DY 2 et N 32

(2)



BT . EH?

by Kenneth Hite

Vadim Kerechov shifted his eyes toward the
window, hunched his shoulders in his trench coat, and
watched nothing get closer.The people in the
reflection moved aside for something that didn't
reflect; a vampire trying to stay incognito in the
herd.He shifted his gait, a frightened lamb.He
breathed in and out, raising his heartbeat, deliberately
triggering a sweat.Biofeedback, all in a day's work for
a Banner Unit asset... back when there were
days.Now, it gave his stalker something to chase,
something to get its fangs dripping.

Into the mighty GUM department store,
open 24 hours a night now, because why not?

The worst that could happen was a mass grave, and
Muscovites, after centuries, were inured to these
things.His follower followed; Kerechov could feel it
almost without checking in security mirrors and
makeup stands.Now, the tricky part.

Not the lift of the cologne, that was simplicity. The
dodge into the dressing room had to look panicked,
not clever.His tail had to follow the scent and the
pulse, and then feel confident of making a kill. This
part was better even than dodging MI5 in London had
been.This was what Vadim Kerechov was born to do.

Inside the dressing room, he had to change.Leave
the sweat-stained shirt, dump the recognizable
Burberry.Slow his pulse to a whisper, splash on the
cologne, shrug into a Ralph Lauren knockoff someone
had left on the rack, slip on new glasses, and then
move just noisily enough and gangly enough to be
someone else.Blend into the crowd, double back, a
quick rack of the slide on the special issue FSB
Izhmekh PV 10mm pistol, already chambered with
mahogany bullets.No range to speak of, but he didn't
need it.Not when the vampire was in a two-meter by
two-meter changing room, standing in front of a

useless mirror, angrily shredding his trench coat.

He shot her in the back, lathed hardwood right
through the heart at two-thirds the speed of sound.

On the way out, he took another Burberry off the
rack.

Vadim closed his eyes to shut out the grim, dull,
empty scenery of western Romania.He wished he
could shut out the prattle of his porcine driver, but the
fool had to talk.

"Normally we don't need any help killing vampires
here, you know.Or werewolves, or ghouls.This is
Transylvania; we taught the rest of the world how to
kill such things for a thousand years."

And it was true.The ugly concrete apartment
buildings all had wild roses and wolfsbane planted
around them; there were UV lights at every crossroad
in town; plenty of ash trees grew everywhere.If the
vile meal he had been served on his arrival at the train
station in Timisoara was any guide, the locals doused
everything in garlic, too.

"But for this thing, we had to have the best.We
needed, er, Asset Seven."

Vadim clenched his fists.Only the Americans would
make a war for survival of the species into a comic
book.Everyone with a secret code name and a hidden
identity, cowboy braggarts on the damned Internet.

The world had ended in nightfall, and he still had to
listen to Americans.And be "Asset Seven" when
Romanian peasants needed their hands held.

In his youth, when Yuri Andropov had pinned the
Order of Lenin onto his uniform personally, Vadim
had thought something could be done about the
Americans.Shaking Andropov's hand was almost like
what shaking Stalin's hand would have been like, he
had thought.

Those were good days, when a KGB officer was
like the angel of death.Or like a Roman procurator,

crucifying rebels and burning towns.Vadim had killed
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his share of rebels, all over the empire, in actions that

no one had heard of even today, even with the damned
Internet.But he never quite got to burn a town before
theWall fell.

"It's just around here.Just near this grove of trees,"
the driver was saying.Babbling, really.And
sweating.This thing had better be worth the trip from
Moscow to Romania, Vadim thought.It had been a
miserable flight back in the Eighties, and it had been
an even worse trip by train.He looked around again,
shaking off the miserable trip, seeing the place with
suddenly alert eyes.Against all odds, this spot looked
familiar. The empty farmhouse ... yes, it was
familiar.He had been here before.

"Recognize it?" came a new voice, behind him.The
fat driver had pressed a button and lowered the
window on Vadim's side.He could feel the dank breeze,
cold from the north, blowing down off the
Carpathians.He could feel the gun pointed at his head.

"You were here over twenty years ago.

You killed a girl to save the dictator Ceausescu.And
he fell anyway, just six months later."

I killed her to save international socialism, Vadim
thought.And it was already fallen by then.But at least |
don't have to listen to any more Americans.Or
Romanians.He shot the driver and dived for the
door.There was a roar and a pain in his back and night
fell one last time.

Vadim opened his eyes and stared up at the black
sky.He experimentally clenched his fists.They
clenched.

Then he experimentally inhaled. Nothing.

Vadim sat up, pieces of leaf mold falling away, bits
of dried grass shaking loose.He quickly felt for his
pulse.Nothing.

It took him very little time to deduce what had
happened: if anything, his mind worked faster, more
deviously.He had been killed by treachery, and left to
lie unburied in the north wind, under the dark of the
moon.

As any Russian peasant would know— though
apparently not a Romanian peasant— that was how
you brought a zalozhniy into being.In English, the
word might be "wight" or "wraith," but Vadim was a
Russian, and now he was a zalozhniy.He would walk
the Earth killing until his natural lifespan expired.

Time to get started, then.They had taken his gun, of
course, but they had left his combat knife in his
boot.Vadim stood up and walked over to an ash tree,
reached up and snapped off a limb.The knife flicking,
he quickly peeled back the bark and began cutting.He
still had vampires to kill, after all, especially if the
locals were as stupidly overconfident about that as
they had been about him.Even if they were right about
Transylvania, he thought as he pinched off chunks of
wood, there were still vampires out there
somewhere.And he would kill them, until his natural
lifespan expired.That was what Vadim Kerechov had
been reborn to do.

He hefted the new-cut stake in his hand.It would
do.Then he looked down, at the small pile of wood
chunks and splinters he had made.This, too, he could
use.

After all, he had a town to burn.
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by Kenneth Hite

It was either the glowing reagent or the sound of
gunfire that awakened Jarek.The reagent came from
an automatic dispenser, clamped to an IV drip.Five
bags of blood flowed into the drip, labeled J, A, R, E,
K.

That was how Jarek learned his name.Then the
gunfire tore the door off its hinges, splattered the
blood, blew the glass and plastic to powder, and felt
like nothing more than raindrops on his chest.He
looked down—there were bruises there, big ugly
ocher ones.But they didn't hurt, and they didn't stop
him from standing up—and up, until his head towered
seven feet off the ground.That was how Jarek learned
what he was.

Somehow, one part of Jarek knew what the
repurposed medical and chemical equipment was for,
and another part of him knew that the men in black
Kevlar holding Heckler & Koch 53A3 assault carbines
were GSG13, Germany's new "undeath squad" tasked
to kill monsters.He wanted to kill them, or surrender
to them, or (three votes) escape them.Majority
ruled.Jarek's legs flung him backward, toward the
window.He smashed through reinforced glass and
chicken wire and into a wrought-iron balcony that
twisted under his weight.More bullets through the
window—the Germans' reflexes were good; they'd
probably just changed loads to silver.

Those bruises were smudgy and grey; they didn't
hurt either.Nor did the drop from the balcony to the
cliff side below, or the tumble into the rushing water,
or the icy river filling his lungs.

The water cut off the sound of gunfire, and even the
explosion blossoming from the tower sounded muffled
and indistinct.Jarek clambered erect, and took another
minute to decide on a direction.Then he turned and
started walking slowly and steadily downstream,
pulling stitched and sutured feet up from the muck of
the bottom.

When you can lie placidly on the bottom of a river
or a pond, or lock your arms and legs around a treetop
and hold that position for hours or days, or bury
yourself in an open grave for a night or two, it's
remarkably easy to stay hidden from even a more than
ordinarily watchful population of European
villagers.There were plenty of empty buildings, too,
bombed out or raided early after Nightfall, if Jarek
thought he could risk it.

It's not that Jarek was inconspicuous: seven feet tall,
dull yellowish-gray skin, covered in angry red
stitches: probably everyone on the continent would
recognize him from late night movies, even if they
would get his name wrong.But even the best hunter
patrols make noise, and one of Jarek's ears was really
very keen.He could get out of their way, drop or climb
out of sight, and just stay utterly still.

It was all under control, all very stable, until Jarek
met the necromancer.

It was in Bratislava, where Jarek had wandered
mostly out of a desire (by two of his selves) to hear
music and see lights, even if he would have to move
much more carefully through the streets and sewers of
a city.He had been up on the roof of the concert hall,
listening to Dvorak's Fourth drifting up through the
ventilation shafts, when he felt it. The tugging, at all
the edges, all the ripples, all the little hooks and
eyelets in his mind.He could barely see his own hands
as he found his body climbing down into the parking
structure, moving without his will toward the furtive,
sallow man holding his hand in the Sign.

The teeth the necromancer still had were very
yellowed, some of them filed to points.

The others had been replaced with steel or ceramic
by indifferent Balkan dentistry.Jarek never learned his
name, although the necromancer recognized him.Not
from the movies, either; the necromancer called him

"Nyilaszy's project,”" and all of Jarek remembered
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Nyilaszy: the operations, the saws, the fluids, the

sweat and heat and stifling. Those memories hurt more
than bullets; they churned up more mud than
footprints on a river bottom.

But they were replaced by worse ones, because the
necromancer turned Jarek into a tool for killing. The
necromancer needed fresh meat: barely-cold bodies to
enslave.Not every body made a good zombie, but the
necromancer wasted nothing.Those teeth were busy.

When the werewolf jumped them in the cemetery,
the necromancer had a string of six very good zombies,
not counting Jarek.

It was gray, and faster than anything Jarek had ever
seen.It tore two of the zombies completely in half,
snapping them off where the spine met the pelvis, with
two huge blows of its forepaws.The necromancer
nearly swallowed his tongue in terror, but managed to
make the Sign, and shrieked out "Kill it!" for good
measure.

Two more zombies obediently moved forward and
were almost instantaneously gutted, but one stayed on
his feet long enough to tangle up the were's claws in
its intestines.

The remaining two swayed up on that side, the left
side, and toppled into the beast's hip, tumbling it to the
ground.Jarek moved around to the right side, and took
an experimental cut at the wolf's snout.He nearly lost
a hand for his trouble; his unzombiclike reflexes
fooled the were by scant seconds.By then, the

werewolf had freed his gore-choked paw and was

pulping a zombie's head, skull fragments spraying.

But as the gray pulled its hind legs under itself for a
spring, Jarek danced around the thing's back and
hammered the beast under the short ribs.The were,
still held down by three corpses (one of them still
animated), couldn't evade, and the kidney punch
slammed home like a cannonball.Jarek wrapped his
arms around throat and forelimb, and began to
squeeze.The werewolf's legs snapped out, hind claws
incidentally slashing the last zombie from knee to
sternum.Its feet drummed on the soil as Jarek
tightened his grip still further. The were's free claw
raked at Jarek's face, his exposed side, the arms that
held him prisoner.Jarek ignored the strange sensation
of his flesh parting and ratcheted up the pressure
again.The wolf now threw his whole strength into the
fight, his dying desperation; corded sinew looping and
writhing against Jarek's muscles, sweatmatted fur
scraping Jarek's dull skin raw.

With a sudden snap, the werewolf stopped
moving.All of him in agreement for once, Jarek
adjusted his grip on the beast. When he threw five
hundred pounds of dead werewolf at the necromancer,
it made less noise than Jarek had expected: only a
muffled crunch like a hollow pepper.Then Jarek bent
over the body; there was a brief whimper and then
more snapping noises.

Jarek made almost no noise climbing the back wall
of the cemetery, and he made no noise at all running

down the highway toward the woods.
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